


Santa Clara, and Yolo counties subsequently joined. This regional 
approach has a catalytic and mutually reinforcing effect on local 
governments. In Alameda County, for example, all the cities have 
adopted carbon reduction programs or sustainability plans and 
are in the process of joining the Cities for Climate Protection 
Campaign.

Structured Programs: 
The Benefit of a Standardized Framework
The second category of legislation focuses primarily on local 
involvement with the International Council for Local Environ-
mental Initiatives (ICLEI). Since 1990, ICLEI has worked with 
an international consortium of local, national, and regional 
governments to design and implement effective sustainable 
development and climate change programs. With more than 700 
members worldwide, ICLEI’s Local Governments for Sustain-
ability draws upon the experience and technical knowledge of 
the International Council to, according to the group’s website, 
“build capacity, share knowledge, and support local government 
in the implementation of sustainable development at the local 
level.” City membership in this organization sets a baseline com-
mitment to sustainability.

The Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) Campaign provides 
an effective framework for cities to implement climate change 
policy. After a local government passes a resolution to reduce 
emissions – such as the Mayors’ CPA or the UN Green Cit-
ies Declaration – and decides to join the CPP, ICLEI uses a 
simple yet robust methodology to standardize the calculation of 
greenhouse gas emissions, establish reduction targets, formu-
late strategies to meet these goals, and monitor performance. 
This framework assists cities in the development of a pragmatic 
Local Action Plan to meet the specific needs of each municipal-
ity, while ensuring that every CPP member adopts a uniformly 
effective and holistic strategy to reduce emissions.

Marin County’s partnership with ICLEI demonstrates the ef-
fectiveness of the CCP program. Since 2002, the county has 
taken a number of concrete steps to reduce regional emissions, 
from calculating their carbon footprint to the development of 
a robust local action plan. According to Dawn Weisz, sustain-
ability planner for Marin County, a county foundation provided 
ICLEI with a grant to help cities inventory their greenhouse gas 
emissions. Thus, “Whenever a city is ready, ICLEI can step in 
to help with software tools and technical support,” she says. As 
a result, the cities of Fairfax, Mill Valley, Novato, San Anselmo, 
and Sausalito have all signed on to the CPP program, with San 
Rafael expected to join within the year.
 
Assistance from ICLEI allows Marin County to continue pio-
neering regional climate change solutions. “Marin’s Commu-
nity Choice Aggregation project makes local governments the 
primary power purchasers, which will shift 100 percent of our 
energy to renewable sources within eight years,” noted Weisz. 

“The county is also working together with cities in a group that 
just formed called the Energy Emit Network to swap strategies, 
ordinances, and ideas to help cities move along.”

Action Plans: 
A Blend of Pragmatism and Idealism
With 26 member cities in California, the CPP Campaign has 
produced a number of Climate Action Plans (CAPs). While 
these plans are custom tailored to the unique needs of each city, 
a brief overview of plans in Alameda, Berkeley, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and San Jose underscores common trends. Each 
CAP opens with an explicit recognition that climate change will 
dramatically affect the regional ecosystem of the local govern-
ment, thus undermining public health and economic stability. 
The baseline calculation of carbon dioxide emissions highlights 
a commonality: fuel consumption in the transportation sector is 
usually the largest source of emissions, followed by energy use 
in residential and commercial building sectors.

Climate Action Plans provide a useful method for outlining 
detailed solutions to city-specific problems. With large residen-
tial and commercial developments, the City of Alameda needed 
to develop several measures to offset commuter transportation 
emissions. Their CAP suggests that homeowners and businesses 
contribute to a general fund to extend public transportation to 
a variety of nodes throughout the city. In return, the contribu-
tors would receive an “eco-pass” allowing them to ride public 
transit at no additional cost. With similar characteristics, nearby 
Berkeley also incorporated the “eco-pass” program into the final 
draft of its 2008 Climate Action Plan, and hopes to explore the 
possibility of providing some sort of free bus transportation to 
all city residents.

Although the details vary among each city, the broad goals and 
solutions to transportation and energy use problems are similar. 
In the transportations sector, CAPs establish a basic goal of 
reducing personal automobile trips by providing accessible and 
simple public transportation systems. In Alameda, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco, this translates into bicycle and ‘car-share’ 
programs combined with light-rail expansion. Also, the conver-
sion of city car fleets to alternative fuels is a ubiquitous goal 
among the CAPs reviewed.

With the ability to mandate strict codes and standards, city gov-
ernments have considerable influence over energy consumption 
in the building sector. CAPs emphasize the reduction of emis-
sions from heating, cooling, and lighting in residential and com-
mercial buildings. Most cities have adopted a three-part plan to 
encourage renewable energy sources, reduce energy consump-
tion and mandate green building standards on new construc-
tion. With so much attention devoted to building standards in 
city CAPs, this report examines the most robust and respected 
protocols: the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) system developed by the U.S. Green Building Council.

This basic research clearly demonstrates the presence of leader-
ship and pragmatic legislation to curb greenhouse gas emissions 
among California’s cities and counties. The myriad of agreements, 
programs, and climate action plans does pose one potential prob-
lem: Businesses that operate at the state and national level may 
find it difficult to navigate the various environmental standards 
adopted by these local entities. However, the diffusion of uniform 
standards and practices through programs like the Cities from 
Climate Protection, and the emergence of regional coordination 
through the Cool Counties initiative and other county Climate 
Action Plans should allay such fears.

“Community strategies to curb emissions are more effective when 
implemented at a regional scale,” says Timothy Burroughs of the 
City of Berkeley. “So we view climate change as a regional effort: 
there are some factors that Berkeley can control, but we depend 
on our neighbors for help as well. I’m always getting calls from 
cities in the area with questions on a given policy, like the Resi-
dential Energy Conservation Ordinance, or the Energy Financing 
District. Likewise, I look to other cities in the county for informa-
tion on what they’re doing to promote residential recycling, for 
example, or composting. We all have lessons that can be shared 
throughout the county. There is definitely a sense of camaraderie 
among cities in Alameda County and beyond.”

As more cities sign on to the U.S. Mayors’ CPA and develop 
Climate Action Plans, collaboration among officials on policy 
implementation and strong regional leadership from counties will 
be essential. With top-down support from AB-32 and bottom-up 
solutions from cities and counties, the state of California is poised 
to effectively combat global warming. J

Notes: 
Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of this briefing. This 
is an ongoing project. If your city or county has taken legislative 
action (or is in the substantive process of doing so), and is not yet 
included in the report, please contact Tristan Volpe, Research 
Associate (tvolpe@green-technology.org), to have your efforts 
included. 

For more information on each on the organizations men-
tioned in the report and article, follow these links:

The U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Center 
www.usmayors.org/climateprotection/agreement.htm

The United Nations Green Cities Declaration
www.sfenvironment.org/downloads/library/
durbanenvironmentalaccords.doc

The International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI)
www.iclei.org

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
program developed by the U.S. Green Building Council
www.usgbc.org/LEED

King County of Washington hosts the Cool Counties website 
hub. You can visit them online at: 
www.kingcounty.gov/exec/coolcounties

The Green Government Institute is a project of Green Technology. 
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Local Initatives to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in California (by county)

County City (hyperlink to city 
website)

U.S. Mayors 
Climate 

Protection 
Agreement*

Local Govs. for
Sustainability 

(ICLEI) 
Member

United 
Nations 

Green Cities
Declaration

Cities for 
Climate 

Protection
® (CCP)

USGBC 
LEED 

'Green 
Building' 

Ordinance

Robust Climate Action or Sustainability Plan 
(direct hyperlink to plan or department website)

Alameda† Alameda x x x Yes: reduce emissions 24% below 2005 levels by 2020

Alameda† Albany x x x Yes: reduce emissions 25% below 2004 levels by 2020

Alameda† Berkeley x x x x x Yes: reduce emissions 80% by 2050

Alameda† Dublin x x

Alameda† Emeryville x x

Alameda† Fremont x x

Alameda† Hayward x x In Progress

Alameda† Livermore x x

Alameda† Newark x x

Alameda† Oakland x x x x x

Alameda† Piedmont x In Progress

Alameda† Pleasanton x x x

Alameda† San Leandro x x Yes: reduce emissions 25% below 2005 levels by 2020

Alameda† Union City x

Butte Chico x x

Butte Paradise x

Contra Costa† Antioch x

Contra Costa† Concord x

Contra Costa† Danville x

Contra Costa† El Cerrito x x
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Contra Costa† Hercules x

Contra Costa† Lafayette x x

Contra Costa† Martinez x

Contra Costa† Moraga x x

Contra Costa† Orinda x

Contra Costa† Pinole x

Contra Costa† Pittsburg x

Contra Costa† Richmond x x

Contra Costa† San Ramon x

Contra Costa† Walnut Creek x

Humbolt Arcata x x x Yes: reduce emissions 20% below 2000 levels by 2010

Kings Lemoore x

Los Angeles† Avalon x

Los Angeles† Beverly Hills x

Los Angeles† Burbank x x

Los Angeles† Calabasas x

Los Angeles† Claremont x

Los Angeles† Culver City x Sustainability Plan

Los Angeles† Hermosa Beach x x

Los Angeles† Inglewood x

Los Angeles† Lakewood x

Los Angeles† Long Beach x x

Los Angeles† Los Angeles x x x x Yes: reduce CO2 emissions 35% below 1990 levels

Los Angeles† Manhattan Beach x x

Los Angeles† Monterey Park x

Los Angeles† Pasadena x x x Sustainability Plan
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Los Angeles† Rancho Palos Verdes x

Los Angeles† Redondo Beach x

Los Angeles† Rolling Hills Estates x x

Los Angeles† San Fernando x

Los Angeles† Santa Monica x x x x x Sustainability Plan

Los Angeles† Torrance x x

Los Angeles† West Hollywood x x x

Marin° Belvedere x

Marin° Fairfax x x x

Marin° Larkspur x

Marin° Mill Valley x x x In Progress

Marin° Novato x x x x

Marin° San Anselmo x x

Marin° San Rafael x x x In Progress

Marin° Sausalito x x x

Mendocino Fort Bragg x

Mendocino Willits x

Mono Mammoth Lakes x

Monterey Monterey x x

Monterey Pacific Grove x x

Monterey Salinas x

Napa Calistoga x x

Napa Yountville x

Nevada Nevada City x

Orange Aliso Viejo x

Orange Costa Mesa x
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http://www.cityofalisoviejo.com/�
http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/�
http://www.cityofmillvalley.org/Index.aspx?page=675�
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Orange Huntington Beach x

Orange Irvine x x x

Orange Laguna Beach x

Orange Laguna Hills x

Orange Laguna Woods x

Orange Santa Ana x

Riverside Hemet x

Riverside Riverside x x

Sacramento Galt x

Sacramento Sacramento x x x x x Yes: reduce emissions 25% from city ops. by 2030

San Bernardino Chino x

San Bernardino Redlands x

San Bernardino Rialto x

San Bernardino San Bernardino x

San Bernardino Yucaipa x

San Diego Chula Vista x x x Yes: reduce emissions 80% below 1990 levels by 2010

San Diego Del Mar x

San Diego Imperial Beach x

San Diego La Mesa x

San Diego San Diego x x x x Yes: reduce emissions 15% below 1990 levels by 2010

San Diego Solana Beach x

San Diego Vista x

San Francisco San Francisco x x x x x Yes: reduce emissions 20% below 1990 levels by 2012

San Joaquin Stockton x

San Luis Obispo° Atascadero x

San Luis Obispo° Morro Bay x

http://www.sfenvironment.org/our_policies/overview.html?ssi=13�
http://www.chulavistaca.gov/city_services/Administrative_Services/City_Admin_Manager/Recycling/CO2.asp�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.slocleanair.org/programs/climatechange.asp�
http://www.slocleanair.org/programs/climatechange.asp�
http://www.slocleanair.org/programs/climatechange.asp�
http://www.irvinequickrecords.com/SIRESearch/showsearch.aspx?type=3�
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1984�
http://www.sdenergy.org/�
http://www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/ordinances04/o0088-04.pdf�
http://www.sfenvironment.org/downloads/library/climateactionplan.pdf�
http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/sustainable/pdf/action_plan_07_05.pdf�
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/generalservices/media-folder/sustain/pdf/SustainabilityMasterPlan.pdf�
http://www.ci.huntington-beach.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.irvine.ca.us/�
http://www.lagunabeachcity.net/�
http://www.ci.laguna-hills.ca.us/�
http://www.lagunawoodscity.org/�
http://www.ci.santa-ana.ca.us/�
http://www.cityofhemet.org/�
http://www.riversideca.gov/�
http://www.ci.galt.ca.us/�
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/�
http://www.cityofchino.org/�
http://www.ci.redlands.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.rialto.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.san-bernardino.ca.us/�
http://www.yucaipa.org/�
http://www.ci.chula-vista.ca.us/�
http://www.delmar.ca.us/�
http://www.cityofib.com/�
http://www.ci.la-mesa.ca.us/�
http://www.sandiego.gov/�
http://www.ci.solana-beach.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.vista.ca.us/�
http://www.stocktongov.com/�
http://www.atascadero.org/�
http://www.morro-bay.ca.us/�


Solano Benicia x In Progress
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San Luis Obispo° San Luis Obispo x

San Mateo† Atherton x x

San Mateo† Burlingame x

San Mateo† Hillsborough x

San Mateo† Menlo Park x x In Progress

San Mateo† Millbrae x x

San Mateo† Portola Valley x x

San Mateo† Redwood City x

San Mateo† San Bruno x

San Mateo† San Carlos x

San Mateo† San Mateo x x

San Mateo† South San Francisco x

Santa Barbara° Santa Barbara x x

Santa Clara† Campbell x

Santa Clara† Cupertino x

Santa Clara† Los Altos Hills x

Santa Clara† Los Gatos x

Santa Clara† Morgan Hill x x

Santa Clara† Mountain View x x

Santa Clara† Palo Alto x x

Santa Clara† San Jose x x x x x Yes: reduce emissions 25% below 1990 levels by 2012

Santa Clara† Santa Clara x x x

Santa Clara† Sunnyvale x x Yes: reduce emissions 20% below 1990 levels by 2010.

Santa Cruz Capitola x x

Santa Cruz Santa Cruz x x x x

http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.sccgov.org/portal/site/scc/aspecial?path=%2Fv7%2FSCC Public Portal%2Fsite_level_content&contentId=9ba9a5aaf7c03110VgnVCMP230004adc4a92____�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/county/home/0,,1774_2126,00.html�
http://www.communityenvironmentalcouncil.org/EnergyBlueprint/preblueprint.cfm�
http://www.recycleworks.org/greenbuilding/sus_building_policy.html�
http://www.menlopark.org/council/grcc/MPGRCC_EXEC_SUMMARY.pdf�
http://www.slocity.org/�
http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/�
http://www.burlingame.org/�
http://www.hillsborough.net/�
http://www.menlopark.org/�
http://www.ci.millbrae.ca.us/�
http://www.portolavalley.net/�
http://www.ci.redwood-city.ca.us/�
http://www.sanbruno.ca.gov/�
http://www.ci.san-carlos.ca.us/�
http://www.cityofsanmateo.org/�
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/�
http://www.ci.campbell.ca.us/�
http://www.cupertino.org/�
http://www.losaltoshills.ca.gov/�
http://www.town.los-gatos.ca.us/�
http://www.morgan-hill.ca.gov/�
http://www.ci.mtnview.ca.us/�
http://www.city.palo-alto.ca.us/�
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/�
http://santaclaraca.gov/�
http://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov/�
http://www.ci.capitola.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/�


2050
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Solano Vallejo x

Sonoma° Cloverdale x x x

Sonoma° Cotati x x x

Sonoma° Healdsburg x x x

Sonoma° Petaluma x x x

Sonoma° Rohnert Park x x x x

Sonoma° Santa Rosa x x x Yes: reduce emissions 20% below 2000 levels by 2010

Sonoma° Sebastopol x

Sonoma° Sonoma x x x

Sonoma° Windsor x x x

Tulare Tulare x

Tulare Visalia x In progress

Ventura Moorpark x

Ventura San Buenaventura x

Ventura Thousand Oaks x

Yolo† Davis x x x

Yolo† West Sacramento

°Denotes Separate 
County Level CAP or 
Sustainability Plan 
(see Terms tab)

x x

*These cities 
agree to 
reduce their 
GHG 
emissions to 
7% (or more) 
below 1990 
levels

†Denotes 'Cool 
County': Reduce GHG 
emissions 80% by 

http://www.yolocounty.org/�
http://www.yolocounty.org/�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.city.davis.ca.us/cmo/Sustainability/docs.cfm�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.climateprotectioncampaign.org/news/documents/AP_INVEN.PDF�
http://www.cloverdale.net/�
http://www.ci.cotati.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.healdsburg.ca.us/�
http://cityofpetaluma.net/�
http://www.ci.rohnert-park.ca.us/�
http://ci.santa-rosa.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us/�
http://www.sonomacity.org/�
http://www.citywindsor.ca/�
http://www.ci.tulare.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.visalia.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.moorpark.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.ventura.ca.us/�
http://www.ci.thousand-oaks.ca.us/�
http://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/�



