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Best Practices in Sustainability: 
Celebrating Leadership at the 

Local Level
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About the Institute
Who:
• Founded 1955
• 501(c)(3) Research and 

Education Arm of:
– League of California Cities
– California State Association of 

Counties

Mission:
• Promoting good government at the 

local level



www.ca-ilg.org

ILG Program Areas
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Sustainability Best Practice Areas
www.ca-ilg.org/climatepractices

http://www.ca-ilg.org/climatepractices�
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“The plan's preparation was guided 
by the Best Practices Framework 
prepared by the Institute for Local 
Government, the research and 
education affiliate of the League of 
California Cities.” 

-Jon Harrison, Council Member, 
City of Redlands
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Sustainability Trends in California

• Energy Efficiency            
• Water Efficiency             
• Waste Reduction and Recycling   
• Green Fleets                    
• Green Purchasing
• Land Use and Community Design
• Efficient Transportation
• Public Engagement  in Sustainability Planning
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Energy Efficiency
• Save money, resources and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions
• Financing incentives from utilities
• Retrofits for agency facilities, businesses 

and residents
• Local agencies playing leadership role
• Innovative partnerships – public, private, 

non—profit groups
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Green Fleets

• Emerging area for local agencies
• Rapidly changing technology a challenge
• Cost savings important
• Cities and counties leading by example
• Myths and reality about the technology
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Green Building

• Energy + water efficiency standards
• California’s new green building code
• Cities and counties are leaders in green 

building in agency facilities and the 
community

• Applies to new and existing building
• Green building blends energy and water 

efficiency, use of recycled materials



Ü The Statewide Energy Efficiency Collaborative (SEEC) is a new 
alliance to help cities and counties reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and save energy. SEEC is a collaboration between 
three statewide non-profit organizations and California’s four 
Investor Owned Utilities.



Celebrating Local   
Leadership and 
Achievement



• Recognizes cities and counties that:
– Reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions
– Save energy
– Adopt policies and programs that 

promote sustainability

• Silver, Gold and Platinum Beacon Awards to 
recognize and celebrate local agency 
achievements

The Beacon Award



Why Participate in the 
Beacon Award?

• Showcase local leadership  
• Recognition for: 

– Saving energy 
– Reducing greenhouse gas emissions
– Adopting sustainability policies and programs

• Shine a bright light on your agency’s 
accomplishments ~ tell your story

• Opportunities for networking and information sharing



Beacon Award Participants
As of 4-18-2011

Apple Valley
Citrus Heights
Chula Vista
Hayward
Livermore
Palm Springs
Pleasanton
San Rafael

Your agency here?

San Ramon
Santa Barbara
Santa Cruz
Simi Valley
Tulare
Ventura
Woodland
Sonoma County
Yolo County







Beacon Award Resources

• Guidelines for Participation & 
Recognition

• Frequently Asked Questions
• Sample Resolution & Staff 

Report

• Online Application

Available at www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward

http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward�
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ILG Sustainability Resources
• Sustainable Communities  www.ca-ilg.org/sustainability

• Energy Efficiency                                   www.ca-ilg.org/EnergyEfficiency

• Commercial Recycling                  www.ca-ilg.org/commercialrecycling

• Land Use & Community Design        www.ca-lg.org/ClimateLandUse

• Green Fleets                                www.ca-ilg.org/greeningfleets

• Green Purchasing www.ca-ilg.org/GreenProcurement

• Green Building  www.ca-ilg.org/GreenBuilding

• Public Engagement & Sustainability www.ca-ilg.org/promoting

• Beacon Award www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward

http://www.ca-ilg.org/sustainability�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/EnergyEfficiency�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/commercialrecycling�
http://www.ca-lg.org/ClimateLandUse�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/greeningfleets�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/GreenProcurement�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/GreenBuilding�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/promoting�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward�
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Institute for Local Government
Beacon Award Program

• Yvonne Hunter, Program Director, Climate Change
– yhunter@ca-ilg.org

• Lindsay Buckley, Program Coordinator, Climate Change
– lbuckley@ca-ilg.org

www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward

mailto:yhunter@ca-ilg.org�
mailto:lbuckley@ca-ilg.org�
http://www.ca-ilg.org/BeaconAward�

	Yvonne Hunter�Institute for Local Government�Green California Summit�April 20, 2011�
	About the Institute
	ILG Program Areas
	Sustainability Best Practice Areas�www.ca-ilg.org/climatepractices 
	Slide Number 5
	Sustainability Trends in California
	     Energy Efficiency
	          Green Fleets
	     Green Building
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Why Participate in the �Beacon Award?			
	Beacon Award Participants� As of 4-18-2011
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Beacon Award Resources
	ILG Sustainability Resources
	Slide Number 19

