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What is Project Learning Tree?

A Comprehensive EE Program

High quality, PreK-12 EE curriculum 
materials 

Diverse, international network of 
partners

Implementation via a successful 
delivery system of professional 
development
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PLT’s Mission

PLT uses the forest as a "window on the world" to:

• Increase students' understanding of our complex environment 
• Stimulate critical and creative thinking
• Develop the ability to make informed decisions on environmental 

issues 
• Instill the confidence and commitment to take responsible action

“Teaching students how to 
think, not what to think about 
complex environmental issues.”

~Rudy Schafer, Founder PLT

What is it?

The GreenSchools! program encourages 
teachers and students to incorporate PLT into 
curriculum, conduct environmental 
investigations, and take action to create 
sustainable school environments.
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How did we get here?

1. “PLT Schools” and “Whole Schools” Programs
• Success in LA, FL, SC, NH, WI and other states

2. Growing the Program: GreenSchools!
• Inventory GreenSchools! Programs
• Connect to Service Learning
• Creating a National GreenSchools! Model 

3. Secured Funding3. Secured Funding
• US Forest Service 
• Corporation for National and Community Service
• PLT Implementation Funds

4. GreenSchools! Development Teams
• Education Operating Committee
• GreenSchools! Advisory Committee

– Teachers
– Principals/Curriculum Specialists
– State Coordinators and State Green 

School Specialists
Organizations: EPA U S Green Building– Organizations: EPA, U.S. Green Building 
Council, U.S. Forest Service, Universities, 
Tree Foundations, Service Learning 
Groups

– Specialists: Energy, Wastes, Water, 
Habitat

– Students
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1) Professional Development

Program Components

2) GreenSchools! Investigations 

3) Environmental Service Learning Action 
Projects

1) Professional Development

– Educators, students, and staff
– Introduction to Service Learning, PLT, and 

GreenSchools! Investigations
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2)  GreenSchools! Investigations

– Available online at www.pltgreenschools.org
– 5 Targeted Topics
– Pilot-tested in 80 Schools Nationwide.

GreenSchools! Investigations

– Designed for Elementary and Middle/ High School
– Energy
– School Site
– Waste and Recycling
– Water
– Environmental Quality 
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3) Environmental Service Learning 
Action Projects

• Projects Identified in GreenSchools!
Investigations

• Student Leadership and Implementation

• Sustainable Change• Sustainable Change

Sample Investigations

Energy
• Classroom Energy Survey

B. Daylighting 
• School-Wide Energy Survey

A. General Information
D TemperatureD. Temperature
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www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/how-clean.html

91101

What are the main sources of energy?
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How can schools participate?

Certification Requirements

1. Register at www.pltgreenschools.org
2. At least two teachers must be trained in PLT
3. Establish a GreenSchools! 

Team
4. Complete all 5 Investigations
5. Complete action projects 
6. Share Results with Community
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Formative Evaluation – Year 1
EducatorsEducators 

- 95% agree that PLT instructional methods would help   
them guide students in service-learning projects

- 80% agree service-learning projects help students 
make connections to everyday life, develop critical 
thinking skills, and build skills essential to   
environmental problem-solving

St d tStudents
- 95% enjoyed participating in workshops and look   
forward to conducting GreenSchools! Investigations

- Mean test scores increased significantly after
learning about energy, waste and recycling,
water, and environmental quality

Thank 
You!Kay Antunez

Kay.Antunez@fire.ca.gov

Kathy McGlauflin 
kmcglauflin@forestfoundation orgkmcglauflin@forestfoundation.org

www.plt.org www.pltgreenschools.org


